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Bill Type and Number: Ordinance 2016-198
Introducer/Sponsor(s): Council Member Gulliford
Date of Introduction: March 8, 2016
Committee(s) of Reference: F, RCDPHS
Date of Analysis: March 10, 2016
Type of Action: Appropriation; amendment to park operations contract
Bill Summary: The bill appropriates $250,000 from the Special Council Operating Contingency account to the Parks, Recreation and Community Services Department for transfer to 13-JAX, Inc. (d/b/a Friends of Hemming Park) to provide additional funding for continued operations and management of Hemming Park. The bill authorizes an increase in the City’s maximum contribution to Friends of Hemming Park from $1 million to $1.25 million.
NOTE: the bill will need to be amended in committee to correct the “appropriated from” account to Special Council Contingency – Hemming Park.
Background Information:  In the FY15-16 budget the Council appropriated this $250,000 into a designated contingency account for Hemming Park to potentially provide a City contribution to Friends of Hemming Park to help fund park operations during the period from March 1, 2016, when FOHP’s initial 18 month budget (funded largely by the City’s initial $1 million investment) ended and October 1, 2016 when the FY16-17 budget would become effective. This bill appropriates the funds from the designated contingency account to a Parks, Recreation and Community Services Department expenditure account for transfer to Friends of Hemming Park. The City entered into a contract with 13-JAX, Inc. in September 2014 for the Friends of Hemming Park to manage and program activities in the park for a term of 3 years with two 1-year renewal options, and appropriated $1 million in City funds for the first 18 months of the park’s operations in return for a commitment by Friends of Hemming Park to raise an additional $250,000 in private contributions within the first year of the agreement.  In the summer of 2015 the Council approved a first amendment to the management agreement to clarify the definition of private contributions to include park revenues. 
Policy Impact Area: Hemming Park operations
Fiscal Impact: The bill appropriates $250,000 from the Special Council Contingency – Hemming Park account (after amendment in committee to the proper source account).
Analyst: Clements
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